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Back to reality

After a stint on ‘Star Search,’ Spencer Day is happy to return to the real world of music

By Chad Jones
MediaNews Group
F YOU SAW SPENCER DAY on the most recent
Iincamution of “Star Search,” you didn’t see the real
Spencer Day.

Sure, you saw the 24-year-old San Francisco resident
make it to the January semi-finals of CBS’ “American
Tdol” wannabe series. But the handsome young man you
saw singing Norah Jones’ “Turn Me On,” Duke Elling-
ton’s “Don’t Get Around Much Anymore” and Louis
Armstrong's “Whata Wonderful World” wasonly anerv-
ous TV version of Day.

“T really kind of sucked on ‘Star Search,” Day says
with a laugh. “My pitch was bad, and I was thinking too
‘much about everything that was going on. I never want-
ed towin. I wanted to say I did it, then go back to the real
worlrl
egory, Day recalls sk)ppmg (off lags aftoF g iri] g
formance, then joining friends for a “Hooray for not win-
ning on ‘Star Search™ p:

Last week, when Day had h)s first week-longgigat the
Plush Ronm, the Bay Area’

Grittre cabatst andiances . TFYOU GO

saw a much more authentic  SpencerDayperforms

version of Day than the one  at8:30 p.m.Wednesdays
nTV. atMecca, 2029 Market St,;

‘With his five-piece band 8p.m.Thursdaysatthe
crowding the small Plush Cosmopolitan Cafe, 121
Room stage, Day was so eager ~SpearSt;and8 P Sun-

hecan
do that his opening-night Broatway; alvanesi
showlastednearly21/2hours SanFrancisco.Visit

— more than an hour longer  M¥W.Spencerday.com for
than most cabaretshows,  Mormation
Standing in the spotlight,

Day began his show with one of his own songs, “On the

Stage,” inwhich he talks about comingalive on stage and

sl:mut how he doesn’t want to be just “another bee in the
ive.”

‘There's not much chance of that. Though young and
still rowing into his performance syle, Day demon-
strates a chari: di-
versemusical palate.

He tackles serious jazz such as Charles Mingus’ vo-
calese “Goodbye Pork Pie Hat” and standards such as
Ellngton's *Caravan” and Cale Porter's It Al Right
with M

He doee originals, like the clever “Lifestyles of Lhe
Tragically Hip,” and then surprises his audience by giv-
ing familiar tunes a fresh spin. His arrangement for
Rodgers and Hammerstein’s “Out of My Dreams” from
“Oklahoma!” gives the song a lush Debussy feel, and his
Tex-Mex treatment of “Another Sitcase in Another
Hell"from “Bvita” wouldn’t be out of placson a country-
westem radio station.

On opening night, after sining “Ano(hex Suitcase,”
Day had a hard time: shakmg the st

“Im foeling what 'm singing." o ssid. T haver'bhad
apermanenthomein ayhile.”

Sitting in the empty Plush Room the day after his big

Hingin e :

banquette and relaxes before his e

KEYS T0 SUGCESS: Singer Spencer Day of San Francisco, who was a finalst on the most recent Star Search series, is backto
performing the local ciub circut,fust finishing up a week-long run at the Piush Room In San Francisco. See Day, page D2



