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ncer Day on the
| oot e
Search” you didn' see thereal
Speen
jou saw the 24-year-old San
m.mem resientake i3 e e
mifinal

orwamnabe sries. Bt the hand-
some young man you saw singing
Jones' “Turn Me On," Duke El-
“Don't Get Around Much Any-
more” and Louis Armstrong’s “What a
Wonderful World® was only a nervous
TV version of Day.

“Ireally kind of sucked on ‘Star
Search, " Day says with a laugh. "My
pitch was bad, and I was thinking 00
much about everything that was going
on. Inever wanted to win. I wanted (o
say 1 did 1t, then go back to the real
world."

When Jake Stmpson won in the

best male vocalist category, Day recalls

skipping off stage after his final per-
formance, then joining friends for a
“Hooray for not winning on ‘Star

Last week, when Day had his first
week-long gigat the Plush Room, the
ay Area's premiere cabaret, audl-

MATHEW SUMNER — st
SINGER SPENCER DAY, who was a finalist on the most recent “Star Search”
series, s performing around the Bay Area.

nices saw a much more authentic ver-
sion of Day than the one on TV.

With his five-piece band crowding

the small Plush Room stage, Day was
50 eager to show the world whathe

; OAKLAND IR IBUNE
‘Star Search’ contestant wants to sing on own terms

can do that his pening ight show
Iasted nearly 2% hours — more than
n bl longer than mast cabaret

Standing in the spotlight, Day began

his show with one of his own songs.
“On the Stage,” in which he talks about
coming alive on stage and about how
e doesnt¥ant o be ust ‘anotherbee
e hi

There 's notmuch chance of that.

pert
strates a charismalic stage presence
astaringy dverse misica

He ‘tackles serlous Jazz such as
' vocalese “Goodbye
Potk Ple Hat" and standards such as
Ellington's “Caravan” and Cole Por-
ter's “It's All Right with Me."
He does originals like the clever
“Lifestyles of the jcally Hip* and
surprises his audience by giving
lar funes a fresh spin. His ar-
rangement for Rodgers and Hammer-
stein’s *Out of My Dreams” from
“Oklahomal® gives the song a lush De-
‘bussy feel, and his Tex-Mex treatment
f"AnniI\er Suitcase in Another Hall
“Evita” wouldn't be out of place

jon.

On opening night, after singing *An-
other Sultcase,” Day had a hard time
shaking the song.

See STAR, Living 8




